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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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Baptism is
on the Way!

If you have made
a commitment to
follow Jesus as
your Savior recently, or even in the
past, but have not yet been baptized,
then July 19th is your time. Baptism
is our public confession that we have
repented of our sin and asked the
forgiveness of Christ. We identify
with Him through baptism. It's a
great way to tell your loved ones that
you are following Christ. I, Pastor
Malson, would love to hear your
story and arrange for your baptism,
S0 contact me right away.

—

Bless Someone
In Need Today

The empty Green Grocery Bags in
the Foyer are yours to take home
and yll with non-perishable goods,
and the ylled ones are there so if you
know someone who could use a bag
to bless their day, take one to them.

Thank you all
for your care.
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Many Thanks!

Thank you all for your generosity

in two areas. The Blacktop is now
covering our new parking areas due
to your giving. Many campers will be
attending CLW because of your help.
(If you have a little more money

to help campers go to camp, that
would be great, since the amount we
have received will probably not be
quite enough. Just mark it on your
envelope.) | am proud to be a part
of such a generous congregation.

Pastor Malson
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Help, Please!

Once upon a time there was a young
king who was expected to lead his
people with grace and wisdom. As
king he expected

his journey of trial and error and discovery
in the book of Ecclesiastes. All that man
does on his own is doomed to failure.
So, therein lies the tension. Solomon
was called to rule as a man, but with the
wisdom of God.

to speak for God.
The problem was
that he was young
and did not have
much wisdom. He
was inexperienced.
He was not
particularly smart,
but he did have
one thing going for
him; he realized

ummer

Pray with us that God would
grow our church through the
summer months.

There is the human
part and the divine
part. We work as if
it all depends on us,
and pray as if it all
depends on God.
The problem with
this tension is that
sometimes with time
and experience we
begin to forget the

that he had much

divine part and act

to learn.

There was another king who was
expected to rule his people with grace
and wisdom. Before he became
king, and for sometime afterward he
had the same thing going for him
as the young king described above.
However, as he grew in experience,
he began to rule based on the wisdom
and experience he had gained over
his years as king. Interestingly, these
two stories are of the same king;
Solomon.

As Solomon became king, he knew
that he didn’t know much, and so his
great prayer was that God would grant
him wisdom. God did, and Solomon
became, with God’s help, a great
and wise king. However, as time and
experience came along, Solomon
began to rely on his own wisdom
to make his decisions and ynally
concluded that ‘All is vanity under the
sun’. As he observed his own life, he
realized that anything done outside
the will, wisdom, and power of God is
vain, or wasted energy. He describes
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as if it all depends on
us. Only when our efforts fail do we turn to
God and seek His wisdom and allow Him
to do what only He can do.

So many times we see God tell His
generals, prophets, and kings that they
only have to show up for battle and He
will win it for them. It was He who buried
Pharaoh and his men in the Red Sea while
Moses looked on. It was He who defeated
the Midianites as Gideon and his 300
watched from the sidelines. Sometimes all
we have to do is show up and watch God
work.

| have felt the tension of human and
divine work lately as it pertains to BCUB.
Finally, | have come to the conclusion,
along with insight from our great staff, that
I need to quit thinking that making the right
‘moves’ will cause our church to advance
and grow. God has reminded me again
that | am necessary for some things, but
completely useless for doing things that
only He can do. All my understanding of
church growth dynamics have not brought
growth in the last couple years and | have
become increasingly frustrated, thinking

continued on page 7...

“Help, Please” continued from page 2...

that | have been failing God because of
my lack of wisdom and insight.

God, using the staff He has given
us, has helped me realize that | have
been attempting to cause the church to
advance when it's not my job at all. Mine
is to allow God to grow the church and
to ask Him to do so. Mine is to show up
and watch Him work, and relax.

There are, of course, decisions that
we need to make, the human aspect,
but He can give us that wisdom.

In the mean time, I'd like help from
you. We, the staff and I, are praying
that God will do something that is not
normal, just to conyrm His power to
build His church. Pray with us that

SUNDAY EVENINGS

JUNIOR HIGH | HIGH SCHOOL
(5TH-8TH GRADE) | (9TH-12TH GRADE)
5:30-7:30 PM | 7:15-9:15 PM
June 14th........ooovvea Closed
JUNe 21St oo H.S. Only

(Creation Meeting @7:30 PM)

June 23-28th........ Creation Music Festival
JUNE 28t Closed

Month of July ... Closed
(See Church Calendar for Family Events)

MONDAY NIGHTS
CLOSED FOR THE SUMMER

God would grow our church through
the summer months. Typically,
attendances shrink because of
vacations and such, but we are asking
God to do the unexpected. To grow
BCUB through the summer. To grow us
in conversions and attendance. I'd like
to be thought of as a man of wisdom,
but since I'm not, I'd better ask God to
take over. Pray with me that He does
a great work and makes this summer
one to remember, and that He will
continue to grow His church, with or
without our wisdom.

— Pastor Chuck Malson
cmalson22@hotmail.com

ROUTE 28—

JUNE 23-28TH
Creation Music Festival

Open to students going into 8th
grade through 2009 graduates.
See Steve for more info.







